
When I was asked to write a 
few words about our retiring 
President, I got to thinking 
about all he has done to help 
this group endure, since it’s 
inception seven years ago. 
My mind drifted back to when 
it all began in 1997, with the 
demise of Arbor Theatre, when 
Market Hall’s then owners 
RHK Capital, made a deal to 
turn this glorious space into a 
bingo parlour.  
It was then that Jane and Char-
lie Werger put out a call, for all 
citizens interested in saving 
Market Hall, to attend an open 
meeting at the hall. That meet-
ing led to many others and 
eventually the Friends of Mar-
ket Hall took shape. Protests 
and speeches before City Coun-
cil followed and finally after 
much ado and negotiations the 
Market Hall Performing Arts 
Centre was born. That was over 
seven years ago and it’s been an 
exciting ride, but through it all 
Charlie has been the constant. I 
pondered about how best to 
describe Charlie’s management 
style over his tenure as Presi-
dent, how to sum up what he 
has done. The thought that kept 
returning to me is this, Charlie 
Werger is our boards Clark 
Kent, because behind his mild 
mannered easy going persona, 
lurks the Superman of Market 
Hall. 
In support of this theory, I offer 
the following evidence. Charlie 

has taken our board from 
years of lease negotiations 
and complaints from unsym-
pathetic landlords, to broker-
ing a positive take-over of 

ownership by the City. He 
has: booked acts, unlocked 
the doors on show night, 
taken the tickets, stocked the 
bar, tended it, picked up the 
empty bottles, stacked the 
chairs, and locked up when 
he left. He has applied for 
grants and helped interview 
and hire the employees they 
provided for and dealt with 
the difficulties those employ-
ees sometimes presented. He 
has repaired walls and re-
painted them, set up tables, 
written letters, hauled junk, 
bolted risers, and made the 
coffee. He made every effort 
to keep our Board thinking 
about our future, with Re-
newal ‘03 and Goal setting 
‘04. In short, over literally 
hundreds of volunteer hours, 
he has done just about every 

job this business could throw 
at him and still miraculously 
kept smiling. Through it all he 
somehow he has managed to 
keep his wits about him and 
has always tried to make the 
decision that was right for the 
Hall.  
For all this, for his easygoing 
demeanour and for never 
loosing his sense of humour, 
even in the dark days, we, the 
board of directors, owe him a 
tremendous debt of gratitude. 
I am sure I speak for everyone 
who has served on this Board 
of Directors over the years 
when I say; “we offer you our 
heart felt thanks”. Charlie, 
your name has become syn-
onymous with Market Hall; 
you have left some pretty big 
shoes to fill. Now as you 
emerge from the phone booth 
once again disguised as the 
meek mild mannered Charlie 
Werger, we will never forget 
you are the Superman of Mar-
ket Hall!  

Rob Steinman 
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Charlie Werger now holds 
the position of Past Presi-
dent.  Bill Kimball takes 
over as President.  (see 
back page)   

A complete list of Market 
Hall Board Directors can 
be found on page 2�



An organization always hopes that its employees 
will be dedicated to it.  If that dedication includes 
generosity, creativity, enthusiasm, determination, 
energy, cooperation, kindness and righteousness, 
then the organization is lucky and positive out-
comes are inevitable.   
Market Hall is lucky to have Karen August as 
General Manager.  Karen began as Office Ad-
ministrator in October, 2002, but since then her 
skills have brought us to the place where a GM is 
our need.  Karen oversees all aspects of the or-
ganization:  coordination of use of the space, 
financial resource development, grant and pro-
posal writing, implementation of long-range stra-
tegic initiatives, staff and volunteer management 
and day-to-day administrative functions. 
Karen has 15 years experience in the not-for-
profit sector as a long standing Board member of 
the Peterborough Family Resource Centre and 
currently sits on the Board of the YWCA, where 
she is a member of the bursary committee and 
resource generation committee.  She is a recent 
graduate of a Not-for-Profit Sector Management 
Programme and is working towards a Volunteer 
Management Certificate. 

Karen was born in Nottingham, England where 
her family still resides.  She has spent a year in 
Australia, another in New Zealand, and has trav-
eled in S.E. Asia and Europe.  Here in Peterbor-
ough she has fun with her two sons, 11 and 8 
years of age and both in French Immersion.  
When she has time, she pulls out the tools to 
make home improvements. 
Karen came to our job interview in 2002 upon 
deciding that the corporate world experience was 
not what she wanted; rather, she preferred work 
in the not-for profit area.  Of her work at Market 
Hall, Karen says that she is “proud to support the 
Arts.”   
We haven’t seen her on stage, her photo on a 
Folk Under the Clock poster, nor moving under 
the lights for Peterborough New Dance, but she 
has dabbled in the Arts in the past.   If you are 
really fortunate, you’ll catch her singing in the 
office at Market Hall.  And she was once told by 
Frank Augustyn that she has “a good arm”! 
Karen readily admits to liking bad 80’s music, 
sushi, and being the first one to open the jam.  
Although, as she commented, the Queen never 
returns her calls, Karen is class in our eyes. 
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Mysterious Entity is proud to present its new 
work Skirting the Edge. This collection of 
monologues on the theme of women and mental 
health builds on this company’s commitment to 
present work of the highest quality that ex-
plores issues relevant to our community. 
 Skirting the Edge had its genesis in a desire to 
explore issues around mental health and how it 
affects women.  “The crazy lady” is a powerful 
icon in our society, one that invites ridicule, 
fear, and disgust.  And yet our desire to dis-
tance ourselves from her can reveal a sub-
merged sense of kinship.  In times of extreme 
duress (a break-up, post-partum depression, the 
loss of a loved one), one can feel as if one is 
“losing one’s mind,” and as artists, we often 
find ourselves playing on the edges of what 
might be called sanity.   
“Unpleasant or extreme emotional states such 
as anxiety, depression, and fear often function 
as an essential fuel for the creative process.” -
director, Emily Glasspool 
 Skirting the Edge does not romanticize mental 
health issues. Rather it is a thoughtful, sensi-
tive, and personal exploration of how we as 
women and artists play on and over the lines 
dividing the socially readable from the unread-

able, the sane from the insane.  
 Key to the development of this work has been 
our liaison with mental health professionals and 
consumer/survivors of the mental health system.  
Mysterious Entity has worked with a range of 
local organizations in order to bring an inclusive 
approach to the work.  We have forged links with 
the Peterborough Regional Health Care Centre, 
the Canadian Mental Health Association, the 
Schizophrenia Society of Ontario, and the Centre 
for Addiction and Mental Health.  In an effort to 
further enlighten and animate each evening the 
performance will be followed by a facilitated 
panel discussion that will include performers and 
mental health professionals. 
 
March 30th and 31st   8 p.m. 
Tickets $15 or PWYC 
For ticket reservations and more information 
please call (705) 931-3021 
 
DIRECTOR Emily Glasspool 
DESIGNER Martha Cockshutt 
STAGE MANAGER Michelle Gallagher 
CONSULTANT/COMMUNITY LIASION Gord 
Langill 
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When you see a building with boarded up win-
dows, what do you think?  Maybe a tenement 
abandoned?  Or an edifice about which no one 
cares?  Or a structure without purpose?  No 
way, I thought, as I glanced up from George 
Street on a cold autumn day and saw the ply-
wood being put in place. They, whoever they 
are, can’t do this to our beloved Market Hall, a 
building with history, with dignity, with an 
inviting presence for all, young and old! 
 I tromped up the stairs to the office of  Market 
Hall PAC  to express my dismay to employees 
and fellow volunteers. There I found, despite 
their disappointment, that cooler heads pre-
vailed. Our General Manager, looking through 
the metre square Plexiglas which provides her 
only natural light, was more resilient than I. 
Others tried to put this development in some 
perspective of safety, (the windows might fall 
out!), of economy, (we have to save on heat 
bills!) or of time, (they’ll get to it in the 
spring!). Ok, I thought, if they can deal with it, 
I can deal with it! 
 There’s only one problem here! I am not get-

ting any younger. Soon, I will be in my grave, 
along with original architect of the Hall in 
1890, John Belcher, George Mitchell, (who is 
very much alive, I should add), who ran the 
half million dollar campaign which refur-
bished the Clock Tower, just a few years ago, 
and a multitude of others who have dedicated 
money, time and talent especially to the out-
side needs of this beautiful downtown land-
mark. 
 My message is this. To all officials and citi-
zens of the City of Peterborough, can we 
please get on with it! Can we please “finish 
the job” on the facade of this flagship Peter-
borough building as quickly as possible, so 
that this building in the heart of our city has 
the appearance it deserves to have. A munici-
pal election is fast approaching. Can we bring 
this issue to the fore?  
 Before I pass on, I would like to think that for 
me and for hundreds of other citizens, the ply-
wood will be only a distant nightmare. 

Diane Creeden, volunteer 

 (�	+�,�"&"�#<<<<88  
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downtown cultural mosaic and in the down-
town revitalization plan, it is time to take 
the lead, show the way to others, and take 
care of this jewel of a building in the centre 
of the city.  There are priorities and Market 
Hall should be, must be, very high on the 
list.  Show other property owners what can 
be done and show them commitment and 
pride in our past, present, and future. 

                                    Charlie Werger 

In support of Diane, I would like to add that 
some citizens have asked me if Market Hall 
PAC is closed as evidenced by the boarded 
windows.  To the contrary, we’re very alive 
although it is not very evident from the out-
side.  I’m absolutely appreciative of what the 
city as landlord has done to assist MHPAC 
within the building, but, with regard to the 
exterior, if counselors believe in a vibrant 
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Le Petit Chaperon Rouge 
Children’s Theatre 
Feb 9th 10am 1:15pm 
$ 5 students 
 
Folk Under the Clock presents 
Ember Swift   
February 11th  8pm 
$20 advance  $23 door 
 
Peterborough New Dance  
Denise Fujiwara: Sumida River 
Feb 18th   8pm 
$15 /12 students 
 
Three Days Grace 
“Intimate and Acoustic” 
Feb 24th   TBA 
Proceeds to Kinark Services 
$ TBA      Alcohol Free Event 
 
Crashline Productions presents 
Love Hate Hero 
Feb 28th   TBA 
$ TBA 
 
Indigenous Women’s Sympo-
sium 
March 3rd   
details at markethall.org 
 
Folk Under the Clock presents  
Chuck Brodsky 
March 4th  8pm 
$20 advance  $23 door 
 
PND/Public Energy presents 
Natasha Bakht and Jose Navas 
Mar 9th   8pm 
$ TBA 
 
Peterborough New Dance 
Emergency 14 
March 23-26     various times 
 
Mysterious Entity productions 
Skirting the Edge 
See article page 2 
 
Kawartha Jazz Society presents 
Robi Botos & Laila Biali  
$20 advance  $22 door 
Students $10 off 
 
Links to these shows are on 
our website.  Go to the 
Events listing for 
more information 
on artists and pre-
senters. 
 
markethall.org 
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 F r i e n d s  o f  M a r k e t  H a l l .  
~  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M  ~  

Yes, I want to join the Friends of Market Hall!   
Sign me up for a one year membership.  

To become a: 
 
Friend of Market Hall ~   $25 per year  
Companion of Market Hall ~   $50 per year 
Compatriot of Market Hall ~   $100 per year  
Corporate Membership ~   $100 and up    Fill in amount  $____ 

 
(You will receive a Tax Receipt for your donation) 

 
Mr. Mrs. Ms.   First Name _____________________ Last Name_______________________ 
 
Street Address ______________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________Postal Code_________________ 
 
E-Mail _____________________________________ Phone__________________________ 
 

Circle One:  New Member    or  Renewal 
 

This information is collected under the guidelines of Bill C-6 (PIPEDA) solely for the purposes of 
communication and promotion for and about Market Hall Performing Arts centre. 

 

 
Happy New Year to all Market Hall 
Friends and Volunteers!  
Tax receipts for 2005 membership do-
nations have been mailed out.  
Market Hall now has its own charitable 
status.  
Thanks again to Dave Robertson and 
staff at Peterborough Arts Umbrella for 
their support as our Charitable Trustee 
for the last eight years. 
Watch for the launching of our 2006 
Membership Campaign for Friends of 
Market Hall in early March.  
Our present "Friends" are our best am-
bassadors; so, pass this accompanying 
registration form to potential new mem-
bers and encourage them to send it in. 
Appreciation and enthusiasm for our 
downtown theatre venue will spread! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Membership Committee 

This is my first stab at writing a message from 
the president for the Market Hall newsletter. I 
thought I’d take the opportunity to first thank 
Charlie Werger for the great job he has done 
over the years as president and thank him for 
continuing on the board as past president. Sec-
ondly, I’d like to introduce our new board 
members, elected at Market Hall’s most recent 
annual general meeting held last fall.  
We welcomed three new board members: 
Chris Lemieux, David Skelton and An Ko-
surko. An subsequently resigned so that she 
could apply for the recently created adminis-
trative assistant position at Market Hall (see 
elsewhere for news on that). Here’s some 
background on David and Chris. 
Chris Lemieux is originally from Leamington 
and moved to Peterborough from Haliburton 2 
½ years ago. Audience members at folk, jazz 
or dance events at Market Hall might recog-
nize his face because he already contributes a 
lot of time as a volunteer bartender. After see-
ing so many interesting events he felt that he 
wanted to contribute in a bigger way. As a 
board member he will be able to bring us his 
expertise in communications. Chris works for 
the MNR as a communications specialist with 
The Natural Spaces Program. Market Hall 
isn’t the only volunteer work in Chris’s life; 
he has served on the Otonabee Regional Con-
servation Foundation board; has helped out 
with the Give A Hoot Café in Millbrook, and 

for a year acted as host in Peterborough for 
an immigrant family from Romania through 
the New Canadian’s Centre.  
David Skelton’s association with Peterbor-
ough’s performing arts community goes 
back more than 25 years to his days as a 
Trent student in the late 70’s. His first pro-
fessional work was with Peterborough’s 
experimental theatre company Magic Circus 
Theatre in the early 80’s and back then he 
worked with a lot of people still on the 
scene, such as Sue Newman, Rob Fortin, 
Jim Gleason, Robert Winslow, David Rams-
den, David Bateman and Susan Spicer. 
From here David moved to Edmonton 
where he completed his MFA in Theatre 
Design from the University of Alberta, and 
for 20 years he worked in Western Canada 
as a theatre designer, director and producer, 
working with some of the biggest names in 
Canadian theatre. David returned to Peter-
borough in the summer of 2004. Here he has 
designed for 4th Line Theatre, and a show at 
the Market Hall in March last year for The 
Peterborough Dance Collective. David also 
uses Peterborough as a base for working 
elsewhere; he has been the Designer-in-
Residence at the Theatre Centre in Toronto 
and in April will be designing Blyth Festi-
val’s production of The Lost Heir. 
Welcome to Chris and David.  We’re glad 
to have you a-board!! 

Bill Kimball 
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